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Labour market

Population 16 years old and over, by sex and relationship with 
labour activity. 2008. Thousands of persons

Interannual variation %
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From the first quarter of 2001, there was 
a gap in the unemployed, active and inac-
tive population series, due to the modifi-
cation of the definition of unemployment
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According to the Economically Active Population Survey (EAPS), in 2008, the 
total active population stood at more than 22.8 million persons. The activity 
rate reached 59.8% of the population aged 16 years old and over; the female 
activity rate was 50.5%, and the male activity rate was 69.5%. 

The number of employed persons decreased 0.5% as compared with 2007. 
By economic sector (NCEA-93), construction was affected the most, with 
10.9% less employed persons, followed by agriculture (-5%) and industry 
(-1.1%). Only in the services sector did employment increase, with 2.1%. 
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Employed persons, by activity sector 
2008 NCEA-2009
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Unemployment rate. 2008
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Employed persons, by professional situation. 2008
Thousands of persons 

The number of employed persons decreases  

The number of employed persons stood at 20.3 million persons; by professio-
nal situation, 82.3% were employees, 17.6% were self-employed workers and 
0.1% were in another situation.

* Persons who carry out unpaid work within a company owned by a relative they live with.
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Another situation

The number of unemployed persons in 2008 increased 41.3% as compared 
with the previous year, reaching almost 2.6 million persons. The unemploy-
ment rate grew three percentage points as compared with 2007, and repre-
sented 11.3% of the economically active population,  with the female unem-
ployment rate surpassing the male unemployment rate (13.0% and 10.1%, 
respectively). 

The highest rates were registered in Ceuta and Melilla, with a joint unemploy-
ment rate of 18.9%, together with Andalucía (17.8%) and Canarias (17,4%), 
while País Vasco (6.5%) and Comunidad Foral de Navarra (6.7%) recorded the 
lowest rate. 

The unemployment rate stands at 11.3% 

Source: Eurostat

Unemployment rate. 2008

Males Females

EU-27 6.6 7.5

Germany 7.4 7.2
Austria 3.6 4.1
Belgium 6.7 7.6
Bulgaria 5.5 5.8
Cyprus 3.3 4.4

Denmark 3.1 3.9
Slovakia 8.5 11.0
Slovenia 4.2 4.9

Spain 10.1 13.0

Estonia 6.6 5.4
Finland 6.1 6.7
France 7.3 8.2
Greece : :
Hungary 7.7 8.1

Ireland 7.4 4.8
Italy : :
Latvia 7.6 6.9
Lithuania 6.0 5.4
Luxembourg 3.3 5.7

Malta 5.6 6.2
Netherlands 2.6 3.0
Poland 6.4 8.0
Portugal 6.6 9.0
United Kingdom : :

Czech Republic 3.5 5.7
Romania : :
Sweden 5.9 6.5

: Data not available
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The financial sector pays the highest salaries 

According to the Annual Labour Cost Survey, the net annual labour cost per 
worker was 27,406.1 euros in 2007, that is, 4% more than in 2006. All compo-
nents of this cost rose, and in particular, compensation for dismissal, which 
increased 22.8%. 

Industry was the economic sector with the greatest net labour costs. The 
financial and energy sections were of note, as they paid their workers the 
highest wages and salaries, and took on the highest cost in social benefits. 

The Wage Structure Survey reflected that the average gross annual wages 
were 19,680.9 euros per worker in 2006. The female salary (16,245.2 euros) 
represented 73.7% of the male salary (22,051.1 euros). 

Labour cost and components. 2007 
Euros per worker and year 

Interannual variation %
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Labour cost. 2007
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Gross salaries. 2006
Annual average in purchasing power 
parity among countries 

Gross cost   27,673.0

Wages and salaries 20,157.9
Obligatory contributions 6,305.0
Voluntary contributions 188.1
Direct corporate contributions 267.9
Compensation for dismissal 246.2
Expenditure on vocational training 95.6
Expenditure on transport 22.1
Corporate expenses 39.8
Other expenses 350.5
Subsidies and deductions 266.9
Net cost 27,406.1   
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Euros

EU-27 29,206
Luxembourg 46,085
Belgium 38,575
United Kingdom 38,069
Netherlands 37,539
Germany 36,623
Austria 35,566
Denmark 35,145
Ireland 34,021
Greece 30,869
France 29,866
Sweden 29,263
Italy 28,946
Finland 28,939
Cyprus 27,300
Spain 25,471
Malta 24,179
Slovenia 21,224
Portugal 19,698
Czech Republic 15,944
Poland 13,994
Hungary 13,518
Estonia 12,195
Slovakia 11,598
Lithuania 10,122
Latvia 9,820
Romania 7,485
Bulgaria 5,825
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