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Assessing and documenting quality of indicators: established
practices and outstanding issues

Indicators: special product of official
statistics

- Summary measure related to key issues or phenomenon
and derived from a series of observed facts (Regulation
(EU) No 99/2013)

- Tools for designing, implementing, monitoring policies
(Lisbon memorandum)

- Derived from statistical data and accounting systems and 
created for a specific purpose
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Statistical information infrastructure
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Eurostat indicator initiatives
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Need for appropriate documentation (metadata) on: 
- Data sources
- Methodology
- Quality

Eurostat metadata:
- Euro-SDMX Metadata Structure (ESMS) for statistics 

in general
- ESMS Indicator Profiles (ESMS-IP) for indicators

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/metadata/metadata-structure
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/10186/6203776/Implementation-ESMS-IPs.pdf/48bb2542-be12-4ba6-9bd0-2f6bbd4bb024
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ESMS ESMS-IP



Proposal for a shorter ESMS-IP

3.1 Data description

20.1 Source data
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New ESMS-IP

 Shorter and lighter
(3-5 pages)

 Focused on policy context
 Less burdensome to 

compile and maintain
 Coherent with ESMS
 No information loss
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Open issues with current Quality Profile
1. Which quality dimensions?
 Are accuracy, comparability over time and 

geographical comparability the most relevant ones
for European statistics?

2. Assessment criteria: how to assess quality for each
dimension?
 Objective criteria
 Consistent criteria across indicators

3. Grading system: how to present quality? 
 2 (high/low) vs 3 (high/medium/low) grades
 Overall grading vs separate grading of each quality

dimension
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Eurostat Quality Profile – rating criteria
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Conclusions
1. Increasing use of statistical indicators in policy making

transparent, clear, accurate and user-frendly information
2. Need for indicator-specific metadata structure
 Concise
 Context focused

3.     Need to address issues of synthetic quality assessment
 Quality dimensions
 Assessment criteria
 Grading system
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