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Objective

Monthly birth estimates are intended to provide quick estimates of the total number of
births that occur each month using the registrations in the computerized Civil Registries,
along with comparing this information with already published historical data. This allows
the data to be interpreted more accurately from a historical perspective, given the
variability and gradual decrease in birth figures over recent years. Two types of data will
thus coexist in the project:

— Definitive data (births to 2023).
— Estimated data (rest of data up to the last published month).

Background

Birth Statistics forms part of the group of Vital Statistics, which has a long tradition in
Spain. This is an annual operation.

As is the case with deaths, the publication calendar is conditioned by the circuit through
which the statistical bulletins are received: in this case, birth records. The Birth Statistics
are mainly compiled (55%) from the Statistical Birth Bulletin (BEP), which is completed
in paper format and submitted to the Civil Registry. Additionally, information from birth
registrations carried out in hospitals through a web application provided by the Ministry
of Justice is also used. Civil registries produce monthly lots, and at the beginning of
month m+1 send the INE all the CSB received for deaths that occurred in month m to
the corresponding provincial INE delegation. These paper certificates or bulletins are
scanned in the INE delegations throughout month m+1, so that at the end of month m+1
or the beginning of the month m+2, the scanned information for births in month m will
be available.

In practice, there are delays, and it is usually necessary to wait two more months for late
bulletins to be received. In some cases, it may even be necessary to make a complaint.

In short, in the best of cases it is necessary to wait for the first of month m+4 to have
solid information regarding month m, and this information will always be provisional. The
definitive birth data for year t are published in November of year t+1.

However, at the end of 2020 researchers asked the INE for updated data that reflected
the pandemic’s effects (if any) on fertility. As with a few months earlier for the EoWD
death estimate, the INE determined this new experimental MEB statistic based on the
information recorded in Civil Registries.

For several years, the Ministry of Justice has promoted the progressive digitalization of
civil registries through specific applications such as INFOREG, which is used to record
various registry entries, including births. Although INFOREG has not been implemented
uniformly across the entire territory, its use has enabled broad and stable coverage over
the years. In this context, the EMN statistics have incorporated a method to estimate the
total number of births based on the available digitized records.

Starting in October 2021, INFOREG was gradually replaced by a new application,
DICIREG. lts full deployment is expected to be completed by the end of this year. This
transition has contributed to a significant increase in the level of digitalization of civil
registries. Once this point is reached, all births will be registered and, therefore, it will no
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longer be necessary to apply estimation procedures: the statistics will be fully based on
the count from the DICIREG administrative register.

Digitized civil registries provide a significant advantage in terms of its timeliness: in the
case of births, the INE receives a monthly file, on the first working day of each month,
which collects all the births recorded through the previous day. While there may be some
delays, they rarely exceed two weeks. Analysing the digitized registries data during the
recent years, we can observe that the file received on day 1 of month m, collects on
average 75% of the births of month m-1 and almost 98% of those that occurred in month
m-2, and over 99% for month m-3. This allows information for month m-2 and earlier to
be published with a very small margin of error.

More than a year after the creation of the MEB - with a very specific purpose related the
COVID-19 outbreak - we can confirm that the original source provides statistical
information of proven quality and allows us to offer updated data on births even beyond
the pandemic situation. As such, it has been decided that said statistic should drop the
condition of “experimental” and join the catalogue of short-term statistics offered by the
INE.

Type of Operation

It is a mixed operation, fundamentally based on administrative records (births registered
by the Civil Registries) but with an added component of estimating the total number of
births to correct for a lack of coverage and delays in recording.

The information is offered in the form of tables with retrospective series since 2013.

Content

POPULATION UNDER STUDY

The births occurring in Spain in the period analysed.

GEOGRAPHICAL SCOPE

The data are estimated at the national, Autonomous Communities and provincial level.

Under-registration coefficients are calculated and applied according to the province of
registration.

Until May 2024, the estimated data were published according to province of
registration. However, as of this date, the estimated data are published according to
province of residence in order to improve the comparability of the provisional data with
the definitive data from previous years.



4.3

On occasions, the residence of the pregnant mother is not always well informed in
INFOREG/DICIREG, so in these cases, the province of residence has been imputed
according to the place where the registration was made.

REFERENCE PERIOD
Monthly data is offered from 2013 to the present.

4.4 CLASSIFICATION VARIABLES
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In addition to the classification by provinces, the estimated data is also broken down by
the mother’s age group and the sex of the born.

Characteristics of the Project

OBSERVATION UNITS TO WHICH THE PRIMARY DATA REFER

The observation unit is the birth entry registered in the Civil Registry, which contains the
registration data used for the statistic: particularly the sex of the born, the date of
delivery, province of registry and the mother’s birthdate.

DATA COLLECTION METHODOLOGY

The General Office of Legal Security and Public Faith sends files of births recorded in
INFOREG/DICIREG to the INE monthly.

ESTIMATION METHOD

The births Nl-tcollected in the INFOREG/DICIREG files for each month in each
geographic area (AC, provinces) are multiplied by two expansion coefficients: one to
correct the underreporting and the other for the delay.

Nit = Nit * fi™ (x Tit )

Where N} is the estimated number of births for geographic entity i (Autonomous
Community, province) and month t,

fi™ are the sub-registry correction coefficients for the original INFOREG/DICIREG data
and month m. This an expansion factor that historically relates the recorded births
registered in province i and the births that occurred relative to mothers residing therein.

rit corrects the delay in the recording of data in Inforeg for geographic area i and month

t. It applies only to the data of the last, second last and third last month that is estimated.
In the rest of the months this coefficient is equal to 1.



5.3.1 METHODOLOGICAL ADJUSTMENT IN THE MONTHLY ESTIMATION OF BIRTHS FOR 2024

6.1

In February 2025, the results of the monthly estimation of births for December were
published, providing a first, largely provisional estimate of the total number of births in
2024. This estimate was produced according to the usual procedure, using coefficients
based on historical data from previous years, representing the best approximation
possible with the available data. However, throughout 2024, approximately 2,000 civil
registries were computerized due to the gradual implementation of the DICIREG
application, marking a significant change in the computerization process. At the
beginning of 2024, the approximate percentage of births recorded in computerized civil
registries was 96% of the total, whereas it now stands at 99%. Additionally, with the
implementation of DICIREG, the criteria for registration from hospitals have been
modified compared to those established earlier in the Civil Registry Law of June 8, 1957,
which affects the coverage adjustment coefficients.

In May 2025, a revision and update of the coverage adjustment coefficients was carried
out to adapt the estimation procedure to the new context of progressive computerization
driven by the implementation of DICIREG. This transformation, especially intensified
throughout 2024, has significantly altered the conditions that justified the use of the
traditional coefficients, making a methodological update necessary to align with the new
reality. In this context, the update is based on four fundamental elements:

» The application of coverage adjustment coefficients, traditionally applied annually, on
a monthly basis to more accurately reflect the progressive advancement of
computerization in each province.

» The acquisition of more consolidated data for 2024 from civil registries that have not
been computerized, which had been delayed due to the implementation of DICIREG.

* The incorporation of modifications arising from corrections or updates to information in
the records provided by DICIREG.

* The elimination of the delay correction coefficients, which were applied to the last three
months of 2024.

Although this update has been carried out, the birth data for 2024 should still be
considered provisional until the publication of the definitive data in November 2025.

Dissemination plan and periodicity

PLAN FOR TABLES

The following tables will be published:

1. Monthly births accumulated and interannual variation of the accumulate by sex of the
born and mother’s age group. Total, national and by Autonomous Community

2. Monthly births accumulated and interannual variation of the accumulate by sex of the
born and mother’s age group. Total, national and by province



3. Monthly births by sex of the born and mother’s age group, accumulated and absolute
interannual difference of the accumulate. Total, national and by Autonomous
Community

4. Monthly births by sex of the born and mother’s age group, accumulated and absolute
interannual difference of the accumulate. Total, national and by province

6.2 Operation calendar and updating of provisional data

In principle, the MEB statistics are expected to be published monthly around the 15th of
each month. In month m data will be published for month m-2.

As provisional data of birth statistics based on CSB documents becomes available,
estimates will be replaced by this provisional data.

7 Cost and burden

As a statistic based on an administrative record, there is no additional burden to the
Informants.

The estimate of the budget credit necessary to finance the Monthly Birth Statistics
provided for in the 2025 Annual Program is 45.63 thousand euros.



